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Tent Caterpillars (Malacosoma

species) of Colorado

ÅWestern tent caterpillar

ÅEastern tent caterpillar

ÅSouthwestern tent caterpillar

ÅSonoran tent caterpillar

ÅForest tent caterpillar
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Western Tent Caterpillar (Malacosoma californicum)

Egg mass
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Mating pair of adults
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Tent caterpillars spend 

winter in the egg stage, 

within an egg mass on 

twigs.  Egg hatch occurs 

in spring.



Collectively, the caterpillars create a silken 

tent, often in the crotch of branches.



The caterpillars usually rest on 

or in the tent during the day, and 

feed at night



Tent caterpillar activity occurs 

early in the season, beginning 

shortly after new leaves are 

produced.  

This infestation of 

southwestern tent caterpillar,  

south of Grand Junction, was 

photographed on May 5.



After feeding the full-

grown caterpillars wander 

a bit then settle and 

pupate, within a cocoon

Southwestern tent caterpillar cocoons 

underneath a bridge



Adults usually emerge in  June 

or early July.  After mating 

females lay their egg masses on 

twigs.


