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BSPM BYTES
Upcoming Events
 September 5
The 34th Ag Day Barbecue
at Hughes Stadium.
Featuring Colorado fare
such as lamb, beef,
pork, beans, potatoes,
apples, dairy, melons,
beer, and flowers.
 September 9
Back to School Picnic. The
College of Agricultural
Sciences hosts this
annual event from 4-6
PM in the Monfort
Quad. Free food and
prizes!
 Ongoing
Gillette Entomology Club.
This student club has
been around since 1912!
Meetings are the first
Friday of every month
in the Plant Science
Building and everyone is
welcome to join.
Contact Alison Hall at
aln510@gmail.com for
more information.

Introducing 15 BSPM Graduate Students
BSPM welcomes 14 new graduate
students to the department in 2015.
Please take a moment to learn more
about them and help make them feel
welcome next time you see them.
Ebtesam Al Khlab is
from Tripoli, which is
the capital city of Libya.
She is proud to get this
chance to study at CSU.
She received here
bachelor degree in
biology from Tripoli
university . She completed her master’s
in Egypt in medical insects, and then
worked as faculty for thirteen years in
high education in Libya. She then
received a scholarship to study in a PhD
Program. She would like to be a good
idol for her children so she’s dedicated
to working hard to reach her goal of
obtaining a PhD. Her hobbies include
swimming, reading, and spending time
relaxing with her family.
Shaheen Bibi The
initial curiosities about
the world of science and
life have led Shaheen in
taking keen interest into
the field of science in
general and biology in particular. She
chose the field to understand the
mysteries of life, of biology and plants,
additionally to enable her to answer the
unknown. She completed her master’s
degree in the Plant Sciences at the
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University of Peshawar and M.Phil in
Virology and Immunology at the
National University of Science and
Technology in Pakistan. She worked
with the same institute as a Research
Associate. To strengthen her teaching
abilities, she did her Master in Education
from University of Peshawar. However,
in order to gain more experience and
professional exposure, she decided to
work on her Ph.D. She was awarded the
prestigious Fulbright Fellowship which
allows her to accomplish her goal in
higher education. Currently, she is a
Ph.D student in BSPM studying weed
Science. She believes that education and
research at Colorado State University
will provide her the ideal environment to
accomplish her goals. In her free time,
she enjoys reading books, cooking her
traditional food, listening to music,
gardening, hanging out with friends and
spending time in nature.
Brian Campbell recently
finished a Master’s degree
in Soil and Crop Sciences
at CSU, with a focus on
understanding genetic
mechanisms of heat and
drought tolerance in alternative oilseed
crops. Studying as a PhD student under
Dr. John McKay, Brian will combine
techniques from population genetics,
bioinformatics, biotechnology, and plant
breeding to dissect quantitative traits in
commercially viable oilseed crops. As the
world of plant breeding becomes
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increasingly data-driven, Brian hopes
to stay ahead of the curve by honing
skills ranging from designing and
implementing field studies to
computational statistics and
genomics. Brian also gets outdoors
to hike or ski whenever possible and
performs regularly as a musician
across the Front Range. He
attributes the majority of his success
to the support of his family,
especially his wife and new daughter.
Amy Clark
I will be a BSPM
M.S. student
working with
Courtney Jahn and
Andrew Norton to
investigate the effectiveness of using
a fungus rust (Puccinia puntiformis) as a
biological control for incredibly
invasive canada thistle (Cirsium
arvense). I recently received my
undergraduate degree in
Environmental Science from
Brigham Young University in Provo,
Utah. My undergraduate studies
focused on plant ecology and I spent
a few years working in the plant
physiology lab of Dr. Sam St. Clair. I
had the privilege of being involved
with several research projects
including looking at mycorrhizal
relations between aspen and
subalpine fir saplings as well as the
effect of fire on harvester ants and
invasive weed recruitment in the
Great Basin.
John Coyle is
working on his
Master’s in Weed
Science with Scott
Nissen. He
graduated from the University of
Colorado at Colorado Springs with a
BS in Biology at the same time he
discharged from a 6 year enlistment
in the Army. In the Army he was a
Military Policeman trained in traffic
accident investigations and as a
www.bspm.agsci.colostate.edu
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protective services detail agent. After
leaving school and the military he
worked as a Sleep Technologist at
National Jewish Health in Denver.
He then got a job as a Federal
Corrections Officer in the supermax
federal prison at the Florence
Correctional Complex. After leaving
the prison he got a job as a Noxious
Weed Specialist for Fremont County,
CO and then Douglas County, CO;
work which eventually led him to
CSU. He moved up to Fort Collins
with his wife Kelly, who works for
the Early Childhood Development
Center at CSU as one of the mentor
teachers. They have 2 dogs, George
and Sara.
Franz Lichtner
transferred to
CSU from the
University of New
Hampshire with
Dr. Kirk Broders
this Fall, after
having spent 3
years working with him on various
projects at UNH towards his PhD
research. After graduating from
Pennsylvania State University in 2009
with a degree in Biology he worked
at the Walter Reed Army Institute of
Research in Silver Spring, Maryland.
Here he worked on viral disease
surveillance and malaria vaccine
development. Before starting
graduate school he thru-hiked 1700
miles of the Pacific Crest Trail in
California. One notable aspect of his
PhD thus far was earning a NSF
Fellowship to participate in a soil
microbial training experience in
Senegal Africa in 2014. He is very
excited to continue working in the
field of agricultural microbial
research at CSU.
Becky Lyon is a Ph.D. student in
Plant Pathology being advised by Dr.
Kirk Broders.
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Zach Longtine is a
Masters student
being advised by
Prof. Whitney
Cranshaw. Though
born in Washington
he was raised on the
East Coast and received an
undergraduate degree in Agriculture
and Natural Resources from
University of Delaware. Zach is
interested in all aspects of nature and
environmentalism and has been
involved in multiple projects
involving wildlife conservation,
entomology, and sustainable
agriculture. He enjoys the great
outdoors, beer, writing, and good
food.
Lisa Mason is a
master’s student
advised by Dr.
Boris Kondratieff
and Dr. Arathi
Seshadri (Dept. of
Soil and Crop
Sciences). She is interested in bee
diversity/populations in urban areas
and plans to incorporate a citizen
science component to her research.
Lisa is currently the Outreach
Forester for the Colorado State
Forest Service where she manages
the CSFS publications and education
programs. She has an undergraduate
degree in forestry and theatre from
CSU. Outside of work and school,
she fundraises for the Crohn’s and
Colitis Foundation of America and
volunteers at the Rocky Mountain
Raptor Program.
Eric Patterson is
a PhD. Student
and research
associate in the
Gaines lab in the
BSPM
department. He
received his Bachelor’s degree in
zoology and evolutionary biology
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and a Master’s in molecular botany,
both from the CSU Department of
Biology. His research interests
include the molecular mechanisms of
herbicide resistance, weed genomics,
and molecular biology in general.
Additionally, he teaches
undergraduate evening classes at
AIMS community college in
evolutionary biology.
Taylor Person
Taylor Person was a
military child
growing up and
graduated with a
degree in Plant and
Soil Science at Texas
Tech University. She
discovered her interest in molecular
biology through her work in cotton
breeding. Her lab sought to elucidate
the genes involved in cotton fiber
development. She will be joining the
Jahn lab working on sorghum
drought tolerance. Her personal
interests include rock climbing,
biking and traveling.
Marcelo
Rodrigues Alves
de Figueiredo I
received my B.S. in
Agronomic
Engineering from
the University of
São Paulo at the
“Luiz de Queiroz” College of
Agriculture, Brazil in 2012. As an
undergraduate, I worked on applied
field research in weed science. In
2015 I completed a M.S. in Crop
Science at the same College, focusing
on herbicide chemistry, physiology
and biochemistry in weeds and
model plant species. My current
Ph.D. research is focused on weed
genetics and molecular biology.
Specifically, I am studying the
complex issue of weed resistance to
auxinic herbicides. My main
objective is to integrate related
www.bspm.agsci.colostate.edu
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genetic, biochemical, physiological
and agronomic knowledge of these
resistant species in order to provide
effective weed management plans for
agricultural production systems.
Alyx Shigenaga
received her B.S. in
Botany and
Microbiology at
Humboldt State
University in
Arcata, California.
During her time studying in the
redwoods she fell in love with plant
biology and became particularly
interested in plant-pathogen
interactions. She will be joining the
BSPM Graduate program as a M.S.
student in Dr. Cris Argueso’s lab
studying how plant hormones
regulate plant immune response to a
bacterial pathogen. Outside of
research her interests include hiking,
videogames, and swimming.
Neeta Soni
is originally
from Costa
Rica. She
received her
B.S. in
Agronomy in 2009 from EARTH
University, Costa Rica. She worked
as a research assistant in the same
institution. Later, she worked for
ECOM agroindustrial group in Costa
Rica doing extension work with
coffee farmers to improve their
agriculture practices. In 2014 she
received her M.S. in Agronomy with
a minor in Soil and Water Sciences
from the University of Florida. In
the summer of 2015, she joined the
Bioagricultural Sciences and Pest
Management department for her
Ph.D. program in Weed Science
under the advisory of Dr. Todd
Gaines. Currently her research is
focused on developing herbicide
resistance traits in sorghum using a
mutagenesis approach. In addition,
970-491-5261

she is working on a seed retention
study of winter annual grass weeds at
wheat harvest on Eastern Colorado
Chris Verdone is a
Master’s student in
Entomology and is
being advised by
Boris Kondratieff.
Chris received his
Bachelor’s degree in
Economics from
CSU in 2013, but his true passion is
in Biology and all things aquatic. He
has spent the last two years collecting
aquatic insects, primarily Stoneflies,
from across the United States. His
research project will be a survey of
three endemic Stonefly species in
Virginia. The data from which will
assist in their determination as
endangered species. He is very
excited to continue studying with Dr.
Kondratieff and further develop his
knowledge of aquatic insects and
Ecology. Chris enjoys travelling,
seeing natural landscapes and wild
places and if he’s lucky, some insect
collecting as well.

Welcome to the Department!

For current information about the
department, visit the department
website at
bspm.agsci.colostate.edu. Also,
if you have something fantastic to
share about yourself, your
professor, your students, post
docs or others, please send
pictures and stories to
Shannon.Clark@colostate.edu.
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Kirk Broders
Dr. Broders is
originally from
Nebraska and is
excited to be
back in the western U.S. After
completing his
BSc. in Biology at the University of
Nebraska-Lincoln, he attended the
Ohio State University, where he
completed his Ph.D. with a focus
on soil-borne pathogens of corn
and soybean. Dr. Broders then
spent 2 years at the University of
Guelph in Guelph, Ontario, Canada as a post-doc working on the
population biology and invasion
history of the butternut pathogen
Ophiognomonia clavigignentijuglandaceaum (for which he recently
renamed and apologizes for the
long name, but was bound by the
ICBN). In 2011, Dr. Broders started his first faculty position at the
University of New Hampshire
working on a number of fungal
pathogens of importance to the
northeast including diseases of apple, strawberry, forage grasses and
pine trees. Dr. Broders has worked
in a number of systems, but the
one theme which ties them together is fungal pathogen ecology, epidemiology and evolution and he
will be bringing this expertise to
fungal pathogens of agronomic
crops in Colorado and the western
U.S. For enjoyment Dr. Broders
enjoys getting outdoors (hiking,
camping, fishing, canoeing, riding,
etc.) with his family and takes any
spare moment to listening to a variety of U.S and international music
as well as reading historical nonfiction, particularly anything by
Doris Kearns Goodwin as he is
humbled by great writers and always reminded of how much his
writing can continue to improve.
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Jane Stewart
Dr. Jane Stewart
begins her role
as new Assistant
Professor of
Plant Pathology
in BSPM this fall. Jane hails from
Portland, OR. She received her
bachelor’s Biology degree from the
University of Oregon, Forestry
master’s degree from the University
of Vermont focused on insect vectoring of the butternut canker fungus, and Ph.D. in Plant Pathology
focused on fungal population genetics and genomics from Washington State University. She most
recently was a Research Associate
at the University of Georgia, where
her work was focused on the population genomics and epidemiology
of the emerging blueberry pathogen, Exobasidium maculosum within
the eastern United States. Jane’s
research at Colorado State University will utilize population genomics and high-throughput sequencing to study fungal species
identification/delimitation, emerging phytopathogenic fungi, and
interactions of plants and fungi that
govern variation in host specialization, pathogenicity, and virulence.
She is excited to start her research
program focused on tree pathogens
in Colorado and worldwide to better understand the biology, ecology
and genetics, and management
plant pathogens. Her other interests include biking, hiking, and
cooking with her husband, Zaid
Abdo, and children Norah and
Samer.
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Franck Dayan
Dr. Franck Dayan
has been a
Research Plant
Physiologist with
the USDA-ARS at
the Natural
Products Utilization Research Unit
in Oxford, MS, for the last 20 years.
His work focused on the
mechanisms of action of natural and
synthetic herbicides and the
mechanisms of herbicide resistance
in plants. Franck was born in
France and came to the USA as an
high school exchange student. He
obtained his B.S. (1988) and M.S.
(1992) in Botany from Stephen F.
Austin State University in Texas.
He then received his Ph.D. in Plant
Physiology from Auburn University
in Alabama in 1995. He is currently
serving as treasurer for the
International Weed Science Society.
He has served as treasurer of the
Phytochemical Society of North
America from 2006 to 2011 and
president of that society in 20142015. He is an Associate Editor for
Weed Science and Pesticide Biochemistry
and Physiology. Franck has published
172 publications that include 114
peer-reviewed scientific articles and
48 book chapters and reviews in
scientific journals. Franck will join
the faculty in the Bioagricultural
Sciences and Pest Management
Department at Colorado State
University in January 2016. He will
use his expertise to contribute to the
department's on-going research
effort to address problems related
to herbicide resistance in Colorado,
the USA and throughout the world.
He looks forward to working with
his own graduate students as he
embarks on a new phase of his
career as a research scientist on
topics of importance to the global
weed science community.
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