
  

 

 

 
 

Upcoming 
Events 

 
 
 

C.P Gillette 
Museum Open 
House 
Sunday, September 16th 
 
 The C.P. Gillette Museum 

of Arthropod Diversity 
has moved! An open 
house will be held in the 
new building (Hartshorn) 
from 1:00 pm to 5:00 
pm. There will be tours 
provided, as well as 
refreshments and swag. 

AG Week 
Picnic 
Wednesday, September 

19th 
 
 Bring your checkered 

blankets! The College of 
Agricultural Sciences will 
host this annual event 
from 11:30 am to 1:00 
pm in the Monfort Quad. 
This event is open to all 
CAS students, faculty and 
staff. Catering will be 
provided by the CSU 
Meat Judging Team. 

AG Day 
Saturday, September 22nd 
 
 The 37th annual Ag Day 

tailgate and barbecue 
celebrates CSU’s history 
and Colorado agriculture. 
Ag Day will take place 
near the new campus 
stadium on the soccer 
fields, just west of the 
Lory Student Center. 

 



  

 

 

Andrew Effertz is a master’s student in the BSPM program 
being advised by Dr. Phil Westra. He will be focusing his 
studies on the anatomy and control methods of palmer 
amaranth and kochia. Recently, he attended North Dakota State University and received 
his B.S. in Crop and Weed Science. Growing up outside of a small town in central North 
Dakota helped grow his interest in the agriculture industry. Specifically, he attributes his 
interests in weeds, herbicides, and other weed control methods to his father by helping 
him conduct field trials while in high school. Previously, he has interned as a Field 
Technician/Research Assistant helping conduct field-applied studies at Arysta Lifescience 
and Bayer Cropscience. He hopes to build on his field experience as well as learn the 
greenhouse and molecular aspects of weed science during his time here at CSU. Andrew 
is supported by the Bayer Graduate Fellowship. Lastly, he is excited to get away from the 
frozen tundra of North Dakota and experience the milder winters and great outdoor 
activities Colorado has to offer.   

 Kristen Tanz is a new Masters student studying Weed Science in Dr. Scott 
Nissen's lab, with a focus on invasive aquatic plants. She received her B.S. in 
Biology from the University of North Texas in 2007. Kristen served as a Peace 
Corps volunteer in Zambia from 2010-2012, with projects centered on 
sustainable agriculture and forestry. From 2013-2017, Kristen worked with the 
Texas Department of Agriculture in a regulatory and training role, where she 
developed an interest in entomology and plant pathology. Outside of work, 
Kristen enjoys hiking, cooking, science fiction and board games.  

Incoming Graduate Students 

 Shailesh Acharya obtained his undergraduate degree from 
Kathmandu University, Nepal in 2015, in Biotechnology. He 
then worked as a tissue culture technician for almost a year 
after his graduation, optimizing protocols for tissue cultured 
Gerberra, Banana and Strawberry. After coming to US, he 
worked as a research assistant for almost a year at Indiana 
Purdue University Fort Wayne, 2017, on aphid resistant gene in 
Soybean. For his graduate studies, Shailesh will be continuing 
his work on Soybean-aphid interaction under Dr. Vamsi Nalam. 
Coming from a mountainous country Nepal, he mostly loves to 
hike up the mountains. Some of his other past time activities 
include playing guitar, attending concerts and sketching.   

 Rachel Seedorf is a master’s student in weed science working with Dr. Scott 
Nissen on helping develop a weed/land management plan for the Denver 
International Airport (DEN). She received her B.S. in Soil and Crop Science at 
Colorado State University. Having grown up on a farm and ranch in eastern 
Colorado, Rachel has been surrounded by agriculture her whole life. During her 
undergraduate degree, she became very interested in the use of herbicides in crop 
and non-crop settings. This interest developed while interning with Simplot 
Grower Solutions before her last semester as an undergraduate and continued to 
grow while taking the Weed Ecology and Management taught by Dr. Nissen. She 
has worked for several fertilizer and seed distributors as an agronomy intern. She 
also worked in the Agroecology/Dryland Systems laboratory under Dr. Meagan 
Schipanski in Soil and Crop Sciences. As a part of Rachel’s studies, she will be 
working closely with the land managers at DEN to help them develop more 
informative and sustainable management practices for controlling invasive plant 
invasions, while restoring native plant populations in a variety of different land 
uses on the airport property. When she is not out fighting off weeds, you can find 
Rachel climbing and hiking the many mountains of Colorado.  



  

 

 

 Patrick Woods is a PhD student in the Graduate Degree Program in Ecology 
working with Dr. John McKay on plant adaptation to drought stress. He received 
his B.S. in Biology at the University of San Francisco in the Fall of 2017. During 
his undergraduate studies, Patrick was involved in a wide array of biological 
studies ranging from medicinal biotechnology to molecular evolutionary 
ecology. On the medicinal biotechnology front he interned for FibroGen Inc. in 
San Francisco; assisting with the development of therapeutics to help alleviate 
acquired anemia. While an intern here, Patrick gained a considerable interest in 
the molecular regulation of gene expression. On the evolutionary ecology side, 
Patrick became very interested in how historic geologic events and climate 
changes have shaped specie’s current distributions. These interests led to the 
formation of his undergraduate research project that investigated the geographic 
origins of Eschscholzia california (California Poppy) since the Last Glacial 
Maximum. 

Marcel Jardeleza is a master’s degree student in  
ecology working with Dr. Ruth Hufbauer on the  
infestation effects of Drosophila suzukii on native  
Colorado shrubs and on the consumption rates of  
birds. She received her B.S. in Biology from the University of Guam in the spring 
of 2018. In 2017, she participated in a NSF REU on the big island of Hawaiʻi 
where she studied the seasonal and elevational changes in phenotype of D. 
suzukii. Learning about D. suzukii’s detrimental effects on agriculture and 
possible effects on natural areas throughout the world convinced her to 
continue working on them for her master’s degree. After completing her higher 
education, she hopes to return to Guam and study the unique ecological 
challenges Guam and the rest of the Mariana islands face. Aside from studying, 
Marcel enjoys traveling, photography and spending time outdoors.  

 Sara Thompson is working on her masters degree in Ecology with Dr. Andrew 
Norton as her advisor. She works with two species of weevils as biological 
control agents for the noxious weed Linaria vulgaris – or yellow toadflax. Aside 
from establishing mass rearing colonies, she is measuring an array of plant-
insect interactions, and gaining a better understanding of the weevil’s  biological 
processes. Sara grew up in Pittsburgh, PA but moved here from Asheville, North 
Carolina where she received her BS from the University of North Carolina 
Asheville in 2014. She had the great pleasure of working three seasons in the 
Great Smoky Mountains National Park on vegetation monitoring projects. Sara 
loves pressing and mounting plant specimens and reading in the sunshine! 

 Donald Brooks obtained his B.S in the Biological  
 Sciences from the University of South Alabama in Mobile, AL and his M.S in the 
Environmental Sciences from Tuskegee University in Tuskegee, Al. He basically has 
been in Alabama his whole life until now so Fort Collins is a welcome change! During 
his undergraduate and graduate time thus far, he has participated in research 
projects utilizing the creation of pest management strategies in both agriculture and 
homes, ecosystem sustainability, and developing techniques and steps to help 
producers transition into organic and sustainable farming. He has worked and 
collaborated with the Southeast Organic Partnership to develop and utilize 
pest weed and insect management strategies to aide both large and small scale 
producers. He has also researched through, biochemical analysis and morphological 
features, alternative uses and applications of Amaranthus weed species as well as 
their utilization as a edible crop. His interest lies in sustainability and management in 
both agriculture and natural ecosystems. At CSU, he is beginning his Phd program in 
Weed Sciences with Dr. Frank Dayan. His research will consist of finding the specific 
means of glyphosate resistance in plant weeds and restricting the enzymes 
(CYP450) that metabolize the herbicide allowing for more effective and efficient 
use of the pesticide against troublesome weed pests. In his free time, he loves to 
mountain bike anywhere and everywhere.  



  

 

 

The Graduate Student Office has been Renovated! 

 Mohammad Al-Mousa is a master’s student who will be working with Dr. 
Boris Kondratieff. He holds a Bachelor’s degree in Plant Protection 
Science from Mosul University, Iraq, and a master’s degree in 
Entomology from the University of Kebangsaan, Malaysia. Mohammad 
originates from Jordan where he has worked several different positions : 
he was a lab technician at Jerash University; an agricultural engineer at  

 the Ministry of Agriculture; a teacher of science and technology; a  
 robotic trainer; and a scout leader at Al-Redwan Schools. In his free time 

he enjoys hiking, planting, and reading. 

Colton O’Brien is a master's 
student in entomology working with Dr. Arathi Seshadri and Dr. 
Boris Kondratieff.  His research will involve identifying native bees 
found in agricultural developments as well as the study and 
implementation of integrated pest management for controlling 
diseases and parasites found in honeybees.  He graduated from 
CSU with a B.S. in Soil and Crop Sciences where he researched 
native bee and crop interactions as part of the Pollination Biology 
Laboratory.  He also worked closely with commercial beekeepers 
learning how to manage colonies and screen for and treat 

honeybee pests and diseases.  Additionally, he worked for the Colorado Department of Agriculture 
conducting honeybee health and integrated pest management surveys among backyard beekeepers as well 
as working with commercial beekeepers participating in the USDA's National Honey Bee Survey.  While in 
this position he traveled around Colorado educating hobbyist beekeepers on how to develop good 
integrated pest management practices that help prevent the development and spread of honeybee 
parasites and diseases.  For fun Colton enjoys working with his own honey bee colonies as well as going to 
breweries and playing board games with his grandma.  

 Cetan Christensen is a master’s student in the BSPM department,  
 working with Dr. Andrew Norton on the South Platte river, studying 

forest structure and the establishment and regeneration of 
cottonwood and ash species. Cetan is a native Coloradan who earned 
her B.S. in Environmental Science, Water Management and 
Hydrologic Science from MSU Denver in 2016. Cetan has had a long-
time interest in fluvial geomorphology, and is excited to expand her 
education to riparian forest development and processes.   

 Last year, the graduate student office was renovated! The old office was outdated, in disrepair, and 
only had room for 23 desks. The new office had updated lighting installed, the floors redone, and 

got all new furniture, making it a beautiful and modern office for BSPM graduate students. The 
renovation would not have been possible without the  help of BSPM alumnus, Dr. Stacy Endriss, 

who wrote the proposal for the funding of the project. Thank you Stacy!! 



  

 

 

 In the past year, BSPM had 14 hard-working and successful students obtain their Masters 
or Doctoral degrees. We are fortunate to have had you as students at CSU. We are proud 

of your accomplishments and we wish you the very best in your future endeavors.  

 SPRING 2018  

Christopher Verdone M.S. Entomology Advisor: Dr. Kondratieff 

Sarah Miller Ph.D. Bioagricultural Sciences Advisor: Dr. Jahn 

John Long M.S. Plant Pathology Advisor: Dr. Leach 

Ana Bossa Castro Ph. D. Plant Pathology Advisor: Dr. Leach 

Anita Kuepper Ph.D. Weed Science Advisor: Dr. Gaines 

Stacy Endriss Ph.D. GDPE Advisor & Co-advisor: Dr. Hufbau-
er & Dr. Norton 

 FALL 2017  

Curtis Hildebrandt M.S. Weed Science Advisor: Dr. Gaines 

Stephan Miller M.S. Plant Pathology Advisor: Dr. Stewart 

Rachael Sitz Ph.D. Plant Pathology Advisor & Co-advisor: Dr. Stewart 
& Dr. Cranshaw 

Brad Tonnessen Ph.D. Plant Pathology Advisor: Dr. Leach 

Jillian Lang Ph.D. Cell & Molecular Biology Advisor: Dr. Leach 

 SUMMER 2018  

Lisa Mason M.S. Entomology Advisor & Co-advisor:  Dr.  

Kondratieff & Dr. Seshadri 

Hanna Royals M.S. Entomology Advisor & Co-advisor: Dr.  

Kondratieff & Dr. Gilligan 

Eric Patterson Ph.D. Weed Science Advisor: Dr. Gaines 

Farewell Graduates 



  

 

 

Where are they now? 
Prof. Sari Ramón Mohali Castillo (Previously a 
Visiting Associate at BSPM) I’m full Professor in 
the area forest pathology, taxonomy and 
phylogenetic of fungi at the Center for Forestry 
and Environmental Graduate (CEFAP), Faculty of 
Forestry and Environmental Sciences, Andes 
University, Merida city, Venezuela. I am also the 
PhD coordinator of the Forestry and 
environmental Science (DCFA) from September 
2012 to the Present. My project is to continue my 
work in the area of Forest Pathology, as well as, 
continue studying the diseases of other woody 
plants such as cacao and coffee. I also study blue 
staining and wood degradation caused by 
ascomycetes (soft rot). To finish, I want to say 
thank to U.S. Department of State educational 
exchange program (Fulbright proProfessor Jane 
Stewart, and in addition to making new friends in 
the Tree Pathology Laboratory, and Professors 
gram) for giving me the opportunity in 2017 to 
have shared and enjoyed a great research 
experience with the and Administrative Staff in 
the Bioagricultural Sciences & Pest Management 
Department. I hope in the near future I can 
continue sharing and working with Colorado State University. 

Jonathan M. Jacobs (Previously a USDA NIFA postdoctoral fellow in Jan Leach’s lab) is moving to Columbus, OH 
this fall. He will join the faculty as an Assistant Professor of Emerging Infectious Disease Ecology in the Department 
of Plant Pathology at The Ohio State University. His laboratory will focus on the evolution and biology of tissue-
specificity in plant pathogenic Xanthomonas species. He, his husband, and two dogs will miss the beautiful 
foothills, good beer and amazing colleagues in the BSPM department. He will continue his connection to CSU by 
maintaining a collaboration with the Leach lab.  

Margaret Fleming (Previously a postdoctoral fellow in Jan Leach’s lab) is now at Clemson University in Clemson SC, 
which is very green and very wet compared to Fort Collins! IShe works with Dr. Amy Lawton-Rauh in the 
Department of Genetics and Biochemistry investigating haploblock markers for peach traits, and in six months she 
will start working with Dr. Chris Saski on developing KASP assays for peach breeding. In the meantime, she is 
continuing to work with Dr. Chris Walters at NLGRP on molecular signs of aging in seeds and has several papers in 
the pipeline! 

Stacy Endriss (Previously a Ph.D. student advised by Dr. Hufbauer & Dr. Norton) finished up her Ph.D and is now a 
postdoctoral fellow in Bernd Blossey’s lab at Cornell. 

John Long received his Master’s degree in Plant Pathology and has accepted a position as the Lab Manager for 
Jonathan Jacobs at The Ohio State University.  



  

 

 

NEW FACULTY! 
Dr. Punya Nachappa comes from an 
agriculture background in India, and has 
always been interested in insects. She was 
so excited to make her first insect 
collection as an undergraduate student in 
India that she even collected and pinned 
the insects for her friends’ collections! She 
came to the United States in 2002 to 
pursue her graduate studies in 
entomology. She obtained her M.S. 
degree from the University of Georgia, and 
Ph.D. from Kansas State University. After 
completing her Ph.D., Punya was a post-
doctoral research associate at K-State, 
where she investigated plant-mediated 
interactions between a plant virus, Tomato 
spotted wilt virus, its primary insect vector 
western flower thrips, and a non-vector 
herbivorous pest, twospotted spider mites, 
on tomato. Punya then moved onto 
another post-doctoral position at Texas A 
& M University, where she studied the association between a bacterial plant pathogen, 
“Candidatus Liberibacter solanacearum”, the causal agent of Zebra chip disease and its insect 
vector, potato psyllid. Most recently, Punya was an Associate Professor at Purdue University, Fort 
Wayne, Indiana which is predominantly an undergraduate teaching institution, so her major 
responsibility was teaching and training undergraduates and graduate students. Besides teaching, 
Punya had an active research program in Indiana involving undergraduates and graduate students 
in hands-on research. Punya’s research was focused on vector competency of thrips species to 
transmit the newly identified soybean virus, Soybean vein necrosis virus (SVNV).  As a faculty 
member at CSU, she plans to study insect vector-pathogen interactions in study systems that are 
of relevance to Colorado’s agriculture. Understanding the mechanisms that underlie vector-
mediated pathogen transmission will aid in the discovery of new promising targets to abate 
vector-mediated pathogen transmission and will lead to biologically-based pest management. 
Her favorite pastime is reading books with her baby girl, Anika. Punya loves relaxing at home with 
her husband and their pets, Harrison the cat and Norman the dog, but she also likes traveling and 
visiting family in India.   



  

 

 

NEW FACULTY! 
Dr. Vamsi Nalam is a proud to be the 
sole biologist in a family of engineers! 
He obtained his B.S. in Agriculture from 
Bengaluru, India and then came to the 
United States in 2002 to pursue his 
M.S. in Crop Science from Oregon 
State University. His thesis focused on 
the localization and genetic mapping of 
some factors influencing rachis 
brittleness and free-threshing habit in 
wheat. He joined Kansas State 
University to begin his Ph.D., but within 
two years of being at K-State his 
advisor moved to the University of 
North Texas (UNT), and Vamsi followed 
him. At UNT, his dissertation focused 
on the elucidating the role of the 9-
lipoxygenase oxylipins pathway in plant 
response to various biotic stressors. 
After completing his Ph.D., Vamsi and his wife, Punya, moved to Purdue University, Fort 
Wayne (PFW), Indiana where she had accepted an Assistant Professor position. After a 
year of working (for free!) for Punya, he began as a Visiting Assistant Professor and was 
later promoted to Assistant Professor. In Indiana, Vamsi taught a range of courses from 
Ecology to Plant Physiology. What he enjoyed most about teaching is that he got to learn 
about new disciplines, and also from student interactions in the classroom. Vamsi’s 
research program at PFW focused on various aspects of soybean-soybean aphid 
interactions. He plans to continue the soybean research and in fact, his M.S. student from 
Indiana followed him to CSU much as Vamsi followed his advisor to Texas! Vamsi also 
hopes to expand his research to crops of economic importance to Colorado growers in 
crops such as wheat and corn. He finds cooking therapeutic and loves trying out new 
recipes. He is an avid reader with science fiction and historical fiction being his two favorite 
genres. He also enjoys playing cricket and badminton. He is looking forward to exploring 
Colorado with his daughter, Anika, wife and his dog, Norman!  



  

 

 

 Undergraduate students in Horticulture, Environmental Horticulture, Soil and Crop Sciences, 
Animal Science, Ecosystem Science and Sustainability, and Biology can apply for the BSPM 4+1 
MS degree. In addition to meeting the requirements for their undergraduate program. Students 
in this program can complete their BS degree and a Master of Science degree in Pest 
Management in one additional year. Students in the 4+1 program take a core group of graduate 
courses in entomology, plant pathology, weed science, integrated pest management, biological 
control, and pesticide technology as well as degree supporting electives. The MS degree also 
requires a professional paper, but unlike some MS programs, a thesis is not required. A very 
important component of the program is an internship with a cooperating entity such as a farm, 
nursery, crop consultant, crop protection company, CSU extension, or government agency. 
Graduates of the program are highly attractive candidates for applied pest management 
positions. 

4+1 Students 

THE NEW BSPM 4+1 PROGRAM 

 Rachael Stoudt is a master’s student in the BSPM 4+1 program. Growing up in 
Cedaredge, Colorado, and participating in the National FFA Organization 
exposed her to many different aspects of agriculture. She earned her B.S. in 
Horticulture with a concentration in Food Crop Production and a minor in 
Agricultural Literacy from Colorado State University in December 2017. She 
works with her advisor, Dr. Jane Stewart, to write a professional paper on 
diagnosing fungal pathogens in conifers. Rachael is also learning how to detect 
a wide variety of plant diseases in the Plant Diagnostic Clinic with Dr. Ana 
Cristina Fulladolsa-Palma as part of her internship. When not in the lab, she 
enjoys being a part of her local church, long walks with her husband, and  
     baking yummy treats. 

 John Starineiri is from Trinidad, Colorado and his major is in 
zoology with a minor in entomology. His work experience includes 
a research project studying house fly lifespan based on dietary 
variation and a USDA summer fellowship studying honeybee 
learning ability and risk sensitivity in relation to age. His hobbies 
include insect collecting, hiking and gaming.  

 Andrew Miller is an undergraduate student in Environmental 
Science and Sustainability with a minor in Entomology. He is also 
pursuing a master’s degree in Bioagricultural Science and Pest 
Management as part of the 4+1 program. He is originally from 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania and found much of his inspiration for 
sustainable practices and drive to understand the complexity of 
insect communities while summering in the Catskill Mountains of 
New York. During the course of his collegiate career he has worked 
as an Undergraduate Researcher for Dr. Mark Uchanski on 
specialty crops research. He is currently employed by Dr. Whitney 
Cranshaw as a laboratory technician. He hopes to focus his future 
studies on the biological control of insects on specialty crop 
plants. In his free time he enjoys studying and collecting insects 
for the C. P. Gillette Museum of Arthropod Diversity. 



  

 

 

The C.P. Gillette Museum of Arthropod Diversity moves to Hartshorn
We want to thank those who helped us successfully move the C.P. Gillette Museum of Arthropod Diversity 
from Laurel Hall to its new home in the Hartshorn Building. After residing in its prior space for the past 
sixteen years, the move was completed on July 20. The C.P. Gillette Museum houses approximately 3.5 
million specimens, and is of one of the largest aquatic insect collections in the country as well as one of 
the larger and most active Lepidoptera collections in the West.   

A special thank you to all of the volunteers who helped with the move! Specimen movement: Darren 
Cockrell & his staff, Tim McNary, Todd Gilligan, Mike Gilligan, & Eric Knutson. Glass washers: Courtney Jahn, 
Janet Hardin, Alicia Abbey, Joe Zdunek, Moh’d Al Mousa, Jan Kilgore, Orion Griffins, Andrew Miller, Melissa 
Schreiner, Hannah Royals, & Nick Arthur. Library aids: Tristan Kubik, David Leatherman, & Barbara Bright. 



  

 

 

The C.P. Gillette Museum of Arthropod Diversity moves to Hartshorn 

The C. P. Gillette Museum of Arthropod Diversity welcomes monetary and in-kind donations. Monetary 
contributions support the museum’s research efforts, undergraduate and graduate training, outreach 
activities, as well as provide funding for students and staff who curate the collection and further the 
operations of the museum, as determined by the museum curator. In-kind donations are considered on 
an individual basis. Gifts can be made online, https://advancing.colostate.edu/BSPM/GIVE or by contacting 
Dr. Boris C. Kondratieff at (970) 491-7314 or Boris.kondratieff@colostate.edu 

The new space allows us to have separate rooms for the pinned insect museum, the aquatic insect 
collection, and our extensive reference library.  The museum houses Arthropod specimens representative 
of the Rocky Mountain region as well as several studies of our National Parks, National Monuments, 
National Grasslands, and studies sites across the country. As we finish placing the last pieces of the 
museum into its new home, we want to invite you to our Open House on Sunday, September 16, from 
1:00-5:00 PM to help celebrate the completion of new museum space.  

https://advancing.colostate.edu/BSPM/GIVE


  

 

 

Awards & Recognitions 
 Dr. Paul Opler was named a 2018 Fellow of the Entomological Society of America. Election 

as a Fellow of ESA acknowledges outstanding contributions to entomology in research, 
teaching, extension and outreach, administration, or the military.  

 
 Shaista Karim won the Margaret T. Irish Award. This award is given to recognize a student 

that exhibits a true interest in the field of farming or ranching and has a major or field of 
study within the College of Agricultural Sciences.  

 
 Mary Ortiz Castro received an FFAR Fellowship providing funding for the next 3 years of 

her Ph.D.  Her research seeks solutions to combat bacterial leaf streak in corn by 
understanding the ecology of the disease and creating an integrated management 
program.  Mary also received the BSPM Boris Sr. and Johanna Kondratieff Memorial 
Award. 

 
 Stephen Cohen won the William M. Brown Professional Development Award to attend 

the International Congress of Plant Pathology in Boston, MA. At this meeting, he was 
invited to speak at a special session (The Two-for-One Deal: Mechanisms of Plant Cross-
tolerance to Biotic and Abiotic Stresses) and teach a workshop (Effector-Detector Plants: 
Teaching & Research Tools for Monitoring Pathogen Virulence Live). Stephen also 
presented his research at the Xanthomonas Genomic Meeting in Halle, Germany. 
Stephen was also elected to be next year’s vice-chair of the APS Molecular and Cellular 
Phytopathology Committee.  Stephen also received the BSPM Hawksworth Memorial 
Graduate Student Scholarship. 

 
 Dr. Jan Leach was elected as the incoming president of the International Society for Plant 

Pathology. She will serve as president for the 2018-2023 term. She also renewed her 
appointment as Associate Dean for Research. 

 
 Dr. Alejandra Huerta received a USDA-NIFA Postdoctoral Fellowship. This award 

provides Dr. Huerta with two years of funding to investigate new sources and 
mechanisms of resistance for bacterial blight of rice.   

 
 Jennifer Shipp is an undergraduate student in the lab seeking a degree in Soil & Crop 

Sciences with a Biotech concentration. She received the BSPM Undergraduate Research 
Fellowship which will provide her funding for a year to work on a mentored research 
project in the lab as well as participate in enrichment activities.  

 
 Abby Barker received an FFAR Fellowship providing funding for the next  
 3 years of her Ph.D. and the PRSE Fellowship. Abby is also serving as the 2018-2019  
 Graduate Student Organization Secretary for the Weed Science Society of America. 
 
 Bradley Lalande received the APS Forest Pathology Student Travel Award, which is given 

to exceptional students in the field of forest pathology. Brad also received The 
International Agricultural Microbiome Research Coordination Network Travel Grant. Both 
scholarships allowed him to travel to Boston to attend ICPP and corresponding 
workshops. Brad also received the Storkan-Hanes-McCaslin Research Foundation Award 
given to graduate students who demonstrate interest in researching soil-borne diseases 
and their control. This award will also assist in travel to ICPP and allow Brad to travel to 
additional conferences in the future.  

 
 Hudson Takano also received 2 awards at the 31st Brazilian Weed Science Congress in 

Rio de Janeiro:  Best Paper Published in the Planta Daninha Journal (Brazilian Journal of 
Weed Science) and Best Oral Presentation of the meeting.  

 
 Stephen Wyka received the BSPM “Tex” Baker Plant Pathology Memorial Award.   
  



  

 

 

Awards & Recognitions 
 Jessa Ata and Jorge Ibarra presented posters at the International Mycological Congress 

in San Juan PR.  
 
 Matt Camper was recognized with a Non-Tenure Track Faculty Senior Teaching 

Appointment.  Additionally, Matt was  appointed as the Assistant Dean of Teaching 
Practice and Academic Programs for the College of Agriculture. Matt joined BSPM as a 
undergrad lab tech in 1999.  He started as an grad RA/TA in 2001 and started filling in 
for Whitney Cranshaw in classes then.  He took over a real teaching gig in 2007 when 
he and Andrew Norton redesigned Plants and Civilizations. He currently teaches 
BSPM 102, “Insects & Society,” and assists with several other classes. 

 
 Eric Patterson received the R. Ralph Baker Graduate Student Award for Research 

Excellence. 
 
 Marcelo Figueiredo received the AGRO Education Travel Award to attend the 2018 

American Chemical Society Meeting in Boston.  
 
 Alyx Shigenaga is a 2018-19 VPR Fellow representing the College of Agricultural 

Sciences. She also received the BSPM “Tex” Baker Plant Pathology Memorial Award 
and the BSPM Graduate Student Teaching Award. 

 
 Shannon Clark received the BSPM Bert Bohmont Graduate Student Award for 

Research Excellence. 
 
 Brittany Smith received the BSPM Outstanding Master of Science Student 

Scholarship. 
  
 Theresa Barosh received the BSPM Louis G. Davis Scholarship. And the BSPM Karl K. 

Kinney Outstanding Graduate Student Scholarship in Entomology. 
 
 Afnan Nasaruddin received the BSPM H. Jesse Dubin Travel Award in Honor of Peace 

Corps. 
 
 Katy McIntyre received the BSPM Monty and Jeanice Harrison Outstanding Graduate 

Student in Plant Pathology. 
 
 Christopher Verdone received the BSPM Ynez Morey and Chuck Reagin Memorial 

Entomology Scholarship.  
 
 Stephen Miller received the BSPM Howard Schwartz Award for Excellence in 

Integrated Pest Management. 
 
 Stacy Endriss received the BSPM Robert L. Zimdahl Outstanding Graduate Student 

Award in Pest Ecology. 
 
 Anita Keupper received the BSPM Robert L. Zimdahl Outstanding Graduate Student 

Award in Weed Science and one of the fall BSPM William M. Brown Professional 
Development Awards. 

 
 
 
 
 To see all of the awards BSPM offers annually for Grad Students, please visit http://

bspm.agsci.colostate.edu/bspm-departmental-scholarships-and-awards/ 

http://bspm.agsci.colostate.edu/bspm-departmental-scholarships-and-awards/
http://bspm.agsci.colostate.edu/bspm-departmental-scholarships-and-awards/


  

 

 

  
 Through the generous giving of Mrs. Betty Brown and 

friends of Dr. Bill Brown, BSPM was able to award 11 travel 
scholarships to 11 different students in the Spring 
semester and 3 in the fall! The sincerest thank you to Mrs. 
Betty Brown for her dedication and contributions over the 
years! The fall and spring William Brown Professional 
Development Awards went to: Magda Garbowski, Anita 
Kuepper, Neeta Soni, Jessa Ata, Hannah Berry, Amy Clark, 
Ana Bossa-Castro, Stephen Cohen, Mary 
Carmen Oritz Castro, Erika Peirce, Ryan 
Paul, Alyx Shigenaga, Neeta Soni, and Hudson Takano. 

  
 
 
 

 Jan Kilgore has been volunteering for the C.P. Gillette Museum of 
Arthropod Diversity for a number of years, where she has worked 
with Dr. Kondratieff on the mayflies.  In September of 2016, Jan 
started working with the LepNet project, where we are data basing 
moths and butterflies on an NSF grant through iDigBio.  As a citizen 
scientist, Jan has continued to commute from Estes Park once a 
week to help data base specimens for the project.  Jan will 
complete her second year in mid-September, amassing nearly 
11,000 entries-to-date and becoming one of our longest  serving 
associates. Congratulations to Jan Kilgore and her dedication to 
sciences and to Colorado State University. 

  
  
 
  

 Dr. Whitney Cranshaw released his book Garden Insects  
 of North America, 2nd Edition last November. In this  
 massive revision of the original, which was published in 

2004, the number of images has nearly doubled and 
there have been major expansions of all sections, 
particularly those involving natural enemies of garden 
pests, pollinators, common macrodecomposers and 
other beneficial species. Also a co-author was included 
in this edition, David Shetlar of Ohio State University, 
who provided expertise that allowed the book to be 
more comprehensive. The second edition of Garden 
Insects of North America  solidifies its place as the 
most comprehensive guide to the common insects, 
mites, and other “bugs” found in the backyards and 
gardens of the United States and Canada. Featuring 
3,300 full-color photos and concise, detailed text, this 
fully revised book covers the hundreds of species of 
insects and mites associated with fruits and vegetables, 
shade trees and shrubs, flowers and ornamental plants, 
and turfgrass—from aphids and bumble bees to 
leafhoppers and mealybugs to woollybears and 
yellowjacket wasps—and much more. This new edition 
also provides a greatly expanded treatment of 
common pollinators and flower visitors, the natural 
enemies of garden pests, and the earthworms, insects, 
and other arthropods that help with decomposing 
plant matter in the garden.  Whitney has copies 
available for purchase ($30 for faculty or staff & $25 
for students). 

Volunteer Spotlight 

Book Release 



  

 

 

CSU Bug Zoo 
The mission of the CSU Bug Zoo (CSUBZ) is to bring a deeper appreciation for arthropods through hands-on 
learning opportunities with live animals, enthusiastic volunteers, and continuing involvement in the Fort 
Collins community.  As of the end of the spring semester, the CSUBZ is home to 30 different species of 
arthropods, 10 of which are regularly used on outreach. Animals range from the western widows (L. hesperus), 
to the Madagascar hissing cockroaches (G. portentosa). Residents of the Zoo serve as ambassadors who help 
dispel common myths, fears and stereotypes about the ‘dirtiness’ of arthropods. During the 2017-18 semester, 
we were fortunate enough to share our passion with 17,000 people ! To get involved, please email 
csubugzoo@gmail.com 

CSU Entomology Club 
Students of the CSU Entomology Club 
serve to provide open avenues for 
interdisciplinary communication, 
education, and enthusiasm among all 
people interested in insects and other 
arthropods. We promote understanding 
and appreciation of arthropods though 
outreach education opportunities made 
possible by the CSU Bug Zoo. The club 
acts is a forum for diverse students to 
pursue their interests in entomology 
through fun events, field trips, workshops, 
outreach, and behind the scene tours!  

Fall Meeting Schedule 

 August 26th- Insect Collecting Trip to Barry Ogg's Property  

 August 28th- Exploring Insects & Tour of C.P. Gillette Museum of 
Arthropod Diversity  

 Sept 11th-  A Night of Hairy Horror (Insect Movie Night)   

 Sept 25th- Scientific Illustration Workshop with Dominique Monta-
no!  

 Oct 9th- Tour of the Infectious Disease Lab  

 Oct 23rd– Frankenbugs 

 Nov 6th– Insects and animals of Madagascar 

 Nov 20th– David Leatherman on Insect Photography 

 Dec 4th– Entomology Club Holiday Party  

Fall 2018 Club Meeting Time: Tuesdays in Plant Sciences E005, 4:00-5:00 PM 

Contact Us:: csuentomologyclub@gmail.com Facebook: CSU Entomology Club Instagram: csu_entomology_club 



  

 

 

A special thanks to our donors: 
AgQuam 

Alligare, LLC 

AMVAC Chemical Corporation 

Ms. Barbara A. Barr 

BASF Corporation 

Bayer Corporation 

Donald L. Beaver, Ph.D. 

Mrs. Margaret A. Beaver 

Mrs. Elaine S. Berry 

Dr. Ralph E. Berry 

Donald E. Bright, Ph.D. 

Mrs. Betty Brown 

William M. Brown, Jr., Ph.D. 

Ms. Evi M. Buckner-Opler 

Cargill, Inc. 

Mr. Douglas Carlson 

Dr. Amy O. Charkowski 

Colorado Dry Bean Admin. Committee 

Mr. Ken M. Davenport 

The Dow Chemical Company 

Dow International Finance S.a.r.l. 

Mrs. Gloria I. Dubin 

Dr. H. Jesse Dubin 

Dupont De Nemours & Company, LLC 

Mr. Thomas A. Dykes 

EMCOR Group, Inc. 

Mr. Edwin W. Fichtner 

Mrs. Patricia L. Fichtner 

Mrs. Raney L. Fichtner 

Dr. Scott M. Fichtner 

Mr. Wayne A. Fithian 

FMC Corporation 

Mr. Steven D. Geist 

K. MacKenzie Goldthwait, D.V.M. 

Mr. Glenn Gorelick 

Mrs. Tonya Gorelick 

Mr. Charles E. Harp 

Mrs. Cindy Harp 

Mrs. Susan E. Harrington 

Dr. Thomas C. Harrington 

Mr. James T. Hoffman 

Karen M. Hoffman, M.S.W. 

Mrs. Cynthia Huber 

Ruth A. Hufbauer, Ph.D. 

Iowa Corn Growers Association 

Italpollina, USA, Inc. 

Mrs. Kay W. Johnson 

Mr. Samuel A. Johnson 

Mrs. Janet I. Kilgore 

Mr. Larry Kilgore 

Mr. Karl K. Kinney 

Jan E. Leach, Ph.D. 

Ms. Susan K. Lewis 

Mrs. Betty J. Lindsey 

Donald L. Lindsey, Ph.D. 

Makhteshim-Agan of North America, Inc. 

Marubeni America Corporation 

Mrs. Catherine B. McNary 

Mr. Timothy J. McNary 

Mr. Ronald W. Miller 

Mountain West Pesticide Education & Safe 

Donald E. Mullins, Ph.D. 

Mrs. K. June Mullins 

National Pesticide Safety Education Center 

Dr. Andrew P. Norton 

Mrs. Carole A. Oldemeyer 

Dr. Paul A. Opler 

Mr. Timothy C. Opler 

Outdoor Tech 

Mr. Hal W. Pearce 

Mrs. Barbara E. Peyronnin 

Edgar U. Peyronnin, Ph.D. 

Dr. Carol L. Pilcher 

Dr. Clinton D. Pilcher 

Ms. Cynthia H. Rasmussen-Dykes 

John A. Reid, Jr., USA (RET) 

Mrs. Marie A. Reid 

Revey Associates, Inc. 

Mr. Gordon F. Revey 

Ms. Kelly Richers 

Rocky Mountain Regional Turfgrass Assn. 

Howard F. Schwartz, Ph.D. 

Mrs. Kathryn J. Schwartz 

SePRO Corporation 

Dr. Dale L. Shaner 

Mrs. Diana J. Shaner 

Mr. David Shelley Huber 

Dr. Barbara B. Shew 

Mr. Howard D. Shew 

Mrs. Katharine A. Stanford 

Dr. Ray E. Stanford 

Mrs. Carolyn J. Stoaks 

Dr. Ralph D. Stoaks 

Sumitomo Corporation of America 

Syngenta Crop Protection AG 

Ned A. Tisserat, Ph.D. 

Two Shoes 2 LLC 

United Phosphorus, Inc. 

Mr. Brian J. Walter 

Mrs. Shawn M. Walter 

West Greeley Conservation District 

Wilbur-Ellis Company 

Our next priority is to endow the new BSPM Undergraduate Research Fellowship. This fellowship aims to support CSU undergraduate 

students to work in scientific research in BSPM laboratories of their choice during one academic year, so that students can gain research 

experience that will prepare them for their future career endeavors. https://advancing.colostate.edu/BSPM/GIVE 


