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COLORADO RANCHER FINDS HELP IN AGRABILITY WORKSHOP

Wellington rancher Bill Way has been ranching for over 30 years and recently, because of Parkinson’s disease and back pain, has had trouble working on his ranch.  When it got to the point that he was going to have to give up working, he saw an ad for workshops that were going to be held by the Colorado AgrAbility Project.  He had heard of them before but was not sure how they could help him.  He decided to go anyway.  “The workshop was for people with arthritis,” states Way, “and since I have a little arthritis, I decided to go and see if they could help me.”  After attending the workshop, Mr. Way was put in contact with Jason Beck, AgrAbility Project Coordinator for Easter Seals Colorado.  Beck met with Mr. Way and after talking to him began the process of getting him the help that he needed.  “Because of the pain Mr. Way was in, he was having trouble getting on and off his tractor and in danger of falling off,” states Beck.  “We worked on modifying his tractor so that he could get on and off more easily.”

In order to help Mr. Way, Beck made two site visits to assess his situation and to see how best to help him. Once the assessment was made, the planning phase began to modify the tractor.  Beck made a couple more visits to Mr. Way’s ranch to finalize the necessary modifications and to make sure that everything possible was done to help Mr. Way.  The modifications to Mr. Way’s tractor are now completed.

This year the Colorado AgrAbility Project will offer 19 free workshops in 10 communities throughout the state.  On most days there will be a workshop in the morning and a workshop in the afternoon.  The morning workshop for ranch and ranch families is titled “Living with Multiple Sclerosis and Other Disabilities on the Ranch/Farm.”  This workshop is from 9 a.m. to noon with a free lunch served from 12–1 p.m. for those who pre-register at least one week prior to the workshop they plan to attend.  Persons planning to attend a workshop should call Dr. Bob Fetsch (970) 491-5648 or email fetsch@cahs.colostate.edu for more information and to register so that a lunch can be provided for you.

The afternoon workshops are for professionals who work with ranch and farm families with disabilities.  The workshop will focus on “AgrAbility & Utilizing Resources with Farmers and Ranchers with Multiple Sclerosis and Other Disabilities.”  Times vary for these workshops, so please call or email Bob Fetsch at 970-491-5648 about the workshop you are interested in.

> Cortez: November 5, 2008 Cortez Public Library at 202 N. Park St. with Tom Hooten (970) 565-3123.

> Durango: November 6, 2008 (noon to 1:00 p.m. for professionals only) Mercy Regional Medical Center at 1010 Three Springs Blvd. with Myoung Fry (970) 764-3340.

> Meeker: January 21, 2009, Meeker Extension Office at 779 Sulphur Creek Road with Bill Ekstrom (970) 878-9490.

> Walden: January 22, 2009, Soil Conservation District Building at 312 Fifth St. with Debbie Alpe (970) 723-4298.

> Monte Vista: January 28, 2009 San Luis Valley Information Center at 947 1st Ave. with Eleanor West (719) 852-7381.

> Trinidad: January 29, 2009 Trinidad Junior College Sullivan Student Center at 600 Prospect Ave. with Dean Oatman (719) 846-6881.

> Pueblo: January 30, Pueblo County Extension Office at 212 W. 12th St. with Marvin Reynolds (719) 583-6566.
> Aurora: February 10, Arapahoe County Fairgrounds at 25690 East Quincy Avenue with Dale Edwards (303) 738-7907.

> Yuma: February 11, First Presbyterian Church at 110 W. 4th Ave. with Dennis Kaan (970) 345-2287.

> Sterling: February 12, Logan County Extension Office at 508 South 10th Ave., Suite 1 with Bruce Bosley (970) 522-3200, ext. 285.

Colorado State Cooperative Extension and Easter Seals Colorado work together on the Colorado AgrAbility Project to provide on-site evaluations, resource information, disability workshops, equipment modification, and assistive technology.  The USDA’s Cooperative State Research, Education and Extension Service provides funding for the Colorado AgrAbility Project, which aims to keep farmers and ranchers healthy and able to continue their agricultural operations.
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