A Labor of Love

Jerry Anderson knows first hand how much work and determination it takes to be a successful greenhouse grower.  He worked as an analytical technician for a mining corporation for about 10 years.  His job involved repetitive motion tasks which resulted in pain, numbness and tingling in both wrists.  He underwent surgery for carpal tunnel release on both wrists and subsequent therapy.  He was unable to return to his previous job and was faced with the daunting task of finding employment and living with this physical challenge.  He learned about the greenhouse business through the Division of Vocational Rehabilitation.  “I’ve always loved growing things.  My vision is to make people healthier by growing organic herbs and vegetables,” says Jerry.  

Jerry was referred to AgrAbility through his Division of Vocational Rehabilitation counselor, Carol Ortiz.  “Jerry has a wonderful attitude and a lot of motivation.  He had some low times but he never gave up,” says Ortiz.  “He always believed he would succeed.”

After completing an extensive, on-site evaluation of Jerry’s physical abilities and work site, the AgrAbility staff helped him complete a business plan and made recommendations for ergonomically designed tools and workspaces. They also made recommendations for structuring his workday to allow for a balance of heavy work and light work periods, which improve efficiency and reduce the risk for further injury to his wrists.   “AgrAbility helped me recognize my abilities and limitations and gave me the insight to look at my situation in a different way.”  “They showed me how to do things with ergonomics and safety in mind.” 

Through his strong determination and the help of Division of Vocational Rehabilitation and the Colorado AgrAbility Project, Jerry now has one greenhouse up and running and two more nearing completion.  “I know I’ll never get rich doing this, but I can support my family and become more self sufficient. It’s a labor of love.”

Jerry is an inspiration to others who face these challenges.  His hard work and perseverance and the strong support of his family have lead to his success in this new business venture.  

The Colorado AgrAbility Project is a joint program between Colorado State University Cooperative Extension and Easter Seals Colorado.  The program provides information, education, and service to agricultural families who are affected by physical and cognitive challenges.

This winter we will provide AgrAbility Workshops that are free to participants.  Those interested in participating can contact __________________________ (Local Cooperative Extension Agent at telephone number) to reserve a seat.  Or they can call Bob Fetsch at Colorado State University (970-491-5648).

This winter’s Colorado AgrAbility Workshops are scheduled as follows:

· Southwest Colorado Tuesday 11/30/04 Durango, CO

· Southwest Colorado Wednesday 12/1/04 Cortez, CO

· Southeast Colorado Tuesday 1/25/05 Monte Vista, CO

· Southeast Colorado Thursday 1/27/05 Crowley, CO

· Northeast Colorado Thursday 2/3/05 Loveland, CO

· Northeast Colorado Wednesday 2/9/05 Brighton, CO

· Northwest Colorado Wednesday 2/23/05 Craig, CO

· Northwest Colorado Thursday 2/24/05 Delta, CO (For ranchers and farmers only—no workshop for professionals)

The morning workshops (9-Noon) are on “Back Injury Prevention & Accessing Social Security, Social Security Disability, Social Security Work Incentives, Medicare, and Medicaid for Farm/Ranch Families.”  These workshops are for farmers and ranchers with disabilities and their family members.

The afternoon workshops (1:00-4:00 PM) are on “Use of Social Security Work Incentives, Medicare, and Medicaid to Assist Farmers, Ranchers, and Their Families.”  These workshops are for professionals who work with ranchers and farmers with disabilities.

For a free copy of any of the 8 AgrAbility Workshop Flyers, call Bob Fetsch 970-491-5648 or e-mail him (fetsch@cahs.colostate.edu).
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