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Nuisance Invader

ÅThe insect originates from outside the building

ÅThe insect does not feed on anything or do any significant 

harm to anything within the building

ÅThe insect does not reproduce within the building

ÅThe problem is that it is a bug in a 

building, period



Nuisance 

Invaders Issues 

Vary with the 

Season



Spring time brings:

ÅWake up of overwintered insects in 
homes

ÅAnts foraging indoors until soils 
warm

ÅClover mites

ÅArmy cutworm migrations

ÅMillipede migrations

ÅSwallow bugs



The Big 3 Winter 

Time Residents of 

Colorado Homes

Boxelder Bug

Western conifer-seed bug

Cluster Flies



Arthropods found in homes in spring often result 

from seasonal migrations



Clover Mites



Clover mite activity ïLate February through Late April



Clover mites often 

accidentally  enter 

buildings during 

warm days in late 

winter and early 

spring



Clover mite activity 

is concentrated 

around buildings, 

trees, shrubs and 

other aboveground 

objects





Buildings serve as surfaces 

on which they may molt and 

lay eggs.  Entry into living 

areas in incidental.



Turf ïWater = Mites 

in spring



Clover Mite Control 

Products?
(Post Organophosphate Period)

ÅTalstar

ÅScimitar

ÅExtra Irrigation





Powdery materials (baby powder, corn starch, 

diatomaceous earth, etc.) can provide an 

impenetrable barrier to clover mites coming into 

homes around windows and other points of entry

Clover mites trapped on a 

sticky note



Field Ants   
Formica spp.



Field ants ï
a.k.a. ñthatcher 

antsò

Nests may be in the 

form of small mounds 

incorporating small 

twigs and other plant 

matter



Field ants collecting 

aphid honeydew

Field ants collecting 

sugary secretion from 

peony buds 



Harbingers of Spring

Robin (left); Field ants temporarily 

forage in homes (below)



April showers bring 

é. millipede 

migrations



Millipedes dry out and die within a few days after entering homes



Millipede Migrations

ÅOriginate in lawn, mulched beds
ïFeed on decomposing plant matter

ÅPersisting period of wet weather in 

spring or fall triggers migrations
ïSurvival indoors usually only a day



Army cutworm

Euxoa auxiliaris

The predominant 

cutworm of the High 

Plains/Rocky Mountain 

region

é..and the 

common ñMiller 

Mothò of the west





Army cutworm feeding in a winter wheat field.  Primary 

feeding occurs on broadleaf weeds.



Army cutworm pupa

Pupae are present 

from March 

through late May



Adult form of the army cutworm ïthe Colorado 

ôMiller Mothô



Army cutworm moths have variable wing patterning



Miller Moth

Term applied to any species of moth 

that is locally abundant  

Term refers to the scales on moth 

wings that dislodge ïlike flour on the 

smock of a miller



Next Taské.

Follow the flowers and stay cool
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The Annual Migration

Move from the Plains 
to the mountains in 
May-June

Return to the Plains in 
September and early 
October 



Swallows at the 

intersections?

Its Miller Time!



During the daytime, 

army cutworm moths 

hide in cracks, crevices 

and other protected 

sites





Plants Commonly Used as 

Miller Moth Nectar Sources

ÅLilac, Chokecherry and 

other Prunus

ÅSpirea

ÅEuonymus

ÅCotoneaster

ÅRussian olive





Plants Commonly Used as 

Miller Daytime Shelter Areas

ÅDensely growing pines

ÅSpruce

ÅDense evergreen deciduous 

shrubs (e.g., cotoneaster)



Swallow Bug

Oeciacus vicarius



Swallow Bug

Associated with 

the nests of cliff 

swallows



Swallow bugs 

exposed after nest 

removed



Swallow 

Bugs



Swallow bugs clustered 

behind abandoned 

swallow nest



Bat Bugs

(Cimex pillosellus, Cimex adjunctus)



Bat Bugs
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Bat Bugs

ÅAssociated with 

bats

ÅIncidentally enter 

living areas when 

bats vacate

ÅHuman biting rare, 

if it occurs at all



Bat bugs ïHairs on the 

prothorax are long; 

longer than the width of 

the eye





Summer Time Bringsé..

ÅDuff millipedes

ÅSpringtails

ÅSunspiders

ÅFalse chinch bugs

ÅRoot weevils

ÅWasps



April showers 

bring ïmillipede 

migrations



Summer heat bringsé 

duff millipedes



Duff millipedes are 

often mistaken for 

dermestid (carpet) 

beetle larvae

Duff millipede

Dermestid beetle 

larva and adult



Duff Millipede 

Problems in 

Homes

ÅAre most frequent in foothills areas 

and associated pine forest

ÅTend to intensify during hot, dry 

periods in summer



Springtails

Extremely common 

ñbugsò that may 

wander into buildings 





Springtails







Springtails and Nuisance 

Household Invasions

Associated with hot, dry weather that 

follows an extended wet period



Rough strawberry root 

weevil

Lilac root weevil

Strawberry root 

weevil

Root Weevils (Otiorhynchus spp.)



Larvae of root weevils 

feed on roots



Adults root weevils 

produce leaf notching 

wounds

Root weevils feed at night and 

hide in the soil during the day



Rough strawberry root 

weevil

Strawberry root 

weevil

Three species of root 

weevils commonly 

enter buildings in 

summer and early 

autumn



Strawberry root weevil is the most 

common species reported in homes

Peak periods of building invasion 

often occurs during periods of high 

temperatures in summer



Trachyphloeus asperatus

Barypeithes pellucidus

Two other, small 

species of root weevils 

have recently been 

reported coming into 

homes



Another new insect to watch out 

for:

Noctua pronuba

Large yellow 

underwing

Winter cutworm



The forewings (top) 

wings can vary from 

light to dark brown.  

The hindwings are 

bright yellow.



An odd behavior

This caterpillar may 

be seen actively 

moving about on 

warm days 

throughout winter!



Another new insect to watch out for:

Noctua pronuba

Large yellow 

underwing

Winter cutworm



Several seed-feeding bugs 

incidentally enter buildings



False chinch bug     
Nysius raphanus



False chinch bug is one of 

the most common insects 

found throughout Colorado

It develops on many kinds 

of plants, particularly kochia

and mustards



In 2018 some areas 

saw huge populations 

and mass migrations of 

this insect



Peak indoor migrations coincide with periods when host 

plants dry down/mature.  But false chinch bug complaints 

were received from June through September



New State Record 

(2017)

Elm Seed Bug
Arcocatus melanocephalus

A significant new 

nuisance invader of 

homes in summer





Develops on seeds of elm

No harm to trees

Moves into buildings in summer, early autumn

Nuisance issues, some associated odor



If you think live in eastern Colorado and think you 

have seen elm seed bugs, please send a sample or 

photo of it to:

Whitney.Cranshaw@ColoState.EDU



Another seed feeding bug being reported 

coming into homes in Fort Collins:

ñOzophoraò 
(An unknown species in the genus 

Ozophora)



European earwig

Coloradoôs only earwig species



Short wing 

covers (elytra)

Prominent cerci 

(ñpincersò)

Filament antennae, 

chewing mouthparts



European earwig 

displaying wings



The cerci (aka óforcepsô), are fairly weakly muscled.  They are used during 

mating (by males) and can help to manipulate prey.



European 

earwig - male

European 

earwig - female





The first mass of eggs is laid in late winter.   Eggs are laid in 

small cavities in mulch, under rocks or other protected places.


