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This fact sheet explains the
Worker Protection Standard
(WPS) regulations for owners
of agricultural establishments
and their immediate families.

This fact sheet was developed as
part of the Comprehensive Worker
Protection Standard Awareness
Project for Colorado.
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WPS Requirements for Farmers and
Their Immediate Families

The Worker Protection Standard (WPS) is a set of regulations from
the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) implemented by
EPA in 1992. WPS was designed to protect agricultural workers
from pesticide exposure. Its goal is to ensure the health and safety
of agricultural workers and pesticide handlers who work on
agricultural establishments. It must be followed when pesticide use
is part of the production of agricultural plants on a farm or in a
forest, nursery, or greenhouse. People who violate the WPS may
be fined by EPA Region 8.

Farmers and their immediate families must comply with only four
sections of the WPS: the employer information exchange,
restrictions during handling tasks, restrictions during application,
and restrictions immediately after application while performing
tasks related to the production of agricultural plants on their own
establishment. Immediate family includes the spouse, children,
stepchildren, foster children, parents, stepparents, foster parents,
brothers, sisters, and in-laws of a farmer. Farmers who employ
non-family members must follow all WPS requirements.

WPS on the Pesticide Label

To see whether WPS applies for a particular pesticide, check the
"Directions for Use" section on each product label for the WPS
statement. This includes general-use and restricted-use pesticides
applied directly on plants or in the soil. WPS does not apply when
pesticides are used on pastures, to control rodents, as bait in traps,
on harvested plants, for public pest control, on livestock, on home
fruit, vegetable gardens or lawns, and for non-crop areas such as
roads (see Factsheet The Pesticide Label).

Only pesticides used in the production of agricultural plants are
covered under the WPS. If a pesticide is covered under WPS, it will
be stated on the label under the "Agricultural Use Requirements"
section of the pesticide label. If a pesticide with WPS labeling is
used on an agricultural establishment covered by the standard,
WPS requirements must be followed.

Information Exchange

This section requires farmers to provide the following information to

the employer of any custom applicator or crop consultant they hire:

e Specific location and description of all areas being treated with
a pesticide within a quarter-mile of where the custom applicator
or consultant will be working Specific location and description of
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all areas under "Restricted Entry Interval" (REI) within a quarter-mile of where the custom
applicator or consultant will be working

« Any restrictions for entering areas under application or REI

For further information see Factsheet Employer/Commercial Applicator Information Exchange.

In return, the employer of the custom applicator must provide farmers with the following information
before applying pesticides on the farm:
e Location and description of area to be treated.
Time and date of application.
Product name, EPA registration number, and active ingredient(s)
The pesticide's REI
Whether the product label requires verbal and posted
warnings after application
« Any other specific requirements on the product label
concerning protection of workers and others during or after application
(See also EPA Ag Center Fact Sheets WWPS—Growers Must Inform Commercial Handlers and
WPS—Commercial Handlers Must Inform Growers.)

Restrictions During Handling

Farmers must use Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) and other work clothing listed on the
pesticide label. Requirements vary, depending upon the toxicity of the pesticide and the handling
activity.

Restrictions During Application

Farmers must make sure that each pesticide is applied so that it does not contact, either directly or
through drift, anyone except appropriately trained and equipped handlers. They also must make
sure that all people, except appropriately trained and equipped handlers, are kept out of areas being
treated with pesticides.

Restrictions After Application

Farmers must be sure that all individuals except trained and equipped handlers are kept out of areas
that are under REI. When two or more pesticides with different REls are applied at the same time,
the longer interval must be followed. If the field must be entered before the REI expires, people must
wear appropriate PPE and comply with other restrictions. (See Factsheet Restricted Entry Interval.)

Disclaimer: The Worker Protection Standard is a very complex regulation that will require
considerable study. This fact sheet is just an introduction and should not be used as a final
interpretation. Refer to the complete WPS regulations in the Code of Federal Register 40 Part 170.

References and Resources

Does the WPS Require Growers to Protect Themselves? September 1998. National Agricultural
Compliance Assistance Center. U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 305-F-98-03. www.epa.gov/
agriculture/factsheets/epa-305-f-98-.031.pdf

EPA’s Agriculture Compliance Center. June 2005. www.epa.gov/agriculture



http://www.cepep.colostate.edu/Fact%20Sheets/423WPSInformationExchange.pdf
http://www.epa.gov/agriculture/factsheets/epa-305-f-01-009.pdf�
http://www.epa.gov/oecaagct/factsheets/epa-305-f-01-010.pdf�
http://www.cepep.colostate.edu/Fact%20Sheets/428WPSEarlyEntry.pdf
http://www.epa.gov/pesticides/safety/workers/PART170.htm�
http://www.epa.gov/agriculture/factsheets/epa-305-f-98-031.pdf�
http://www.epa.gov/agriculture�

The Worker Protection Standard for Agricultural Pesticides - How to Comply, What
Employers Need to Know. July 1993. U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, EPA 735-B-

93-001, Washington, D.C. EPA Pesticides: Health and Safety.

CEPEP Home Page



http://www.cepep.colostate.edu�


<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /None

  /Binding /Left

  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4

  /CompressObjects /Tags

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages true

  /CreateJDFFile false

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.0000

  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK

  /DoThumbnails false

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /EmbedJobOptions true

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EndPage -1

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /LockDistillerParams false

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /Optimize true

  /OPM 1

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo true

  /PreserveFlatness true

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments true

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts true

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve

  /UsePrologue false

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /AlwaysEmbed [ true

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [ true

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /CropColorImages true

  /ColorImageMinResolution 300

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleColorImages true

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /ColorImageResolution 300

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /CropGrayImages true

  /GrayImageMinResolution 300

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleGrayImages true

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /GrayImageResolution 300

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /CropMonoImages true

  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleMonoImages true

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /MonoImageResolution 1200

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeMonoImages true

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /AllowPSXObjects false

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXRegistryName ()

  /PDFXTrapped /False



  /Description <<

    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>

    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>

    /DAN <>

    /DEU <>

    /ESP <>

    /FRA <>

    /ITA <>

    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>

    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>

    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)

    /NOR <>

    /PTB <>

    /SUO <>

    /SVE <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)

  >>

  /Namespace [

    (Adobe)

    (Common)

    (1.0)

  ]

  /OtherNamespaces [

    <<

      /AsReaderSpreads false

      /CropImagesToFrames true

      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue

      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false

      /IncludeGuidesGrids false

      /IncludeNonPrinting false

      /IncludeSlug false

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (InDesign)

        (4.0)

      ]

      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false

      /OmitPlacedEPS false

      /OmitPlacedPDF false

      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy

    >>

    <<

      /AddBleedMarks false

      /AddColorBars false

      /AddCropMarks false

      /AddPageInfo false

      /AddRegMarks false

      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK

      /DestinationProfileName ()

      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /Downsample16BitImages true

      /FlattenerPreset <<

        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution

      >>

      /FormElements false

      /GenerateStructure false

      /IncludeBookmarks false

      /IncludeHyperlinks false

      /IncludeInteractive false

      /IncludeLayers false

      /IncludeProfiles false

      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (CreativeSuite)

        (2.0)

      ]

      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /PreserveEditing true

      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged

      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile

      /UseDocumentBleed false

    >>

  ]

>> setdistillerparams

<<

  /HWResolution [2400 2400]

  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]

>> setpagedevice



