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Cheatgrass
Cheatgrass germinates 
in the fall, then produces 
seeds and dies the 
following summer.  
The flowers flop over, 
resembling a fringe, and 
turn a reddish color  
as the seeds ripen.   
Seeds have long sharp 
awns that easily get 
snagged in fur or clothing 
and greatly increase the chance they will spread.  
Large patches of dried cheatgrass create fine fuels 
that are easily ignited by lightning or other sparks, 
increasing the chance of fires.

Thank you to the Larimer County Weed District  
for their cooperation and support. 

What Is Being Done To Control Weeds 
In The Burned Areas? 

Our rugged terrain makes weed control very 
difficult and weeds will persist for many years.  
The Larimer County Weed District, U.S. Forest 
Service and other agencies are using integrated 
strategies to control weeds.  This involves the use 
of selective herbicides as well as insect biological 
control agents.  The insect species being released 
here feed only on the weed species of concern. 
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Major Weeds  
of the Burned Areas

Leafy spurge
Leafy spurge is a creeping perennial with a 
distinctive bright yellow-green color that makes 
it stand out.  Its root system may spread as far as 
15 feet and reach a depth of 18 feet.  Seeds are 
explosively released from the plant and may land  
as far as 15 feet away.  The entire plant contains  
a milky sap.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dalmatian toadflax
Dalmatian toadflax is a short-lived perennial. It 
is a showy species most likely introduced as a 
ornamental plant.  It has an extensive root system 
and grows to around 3 feet tall, with waxy  
gray-green leaves that clasp the stem.  Toadflax 
flowers are two-lipped, bright yellow, and have  
long spurs.  A single plant may produce as many  
as 400,000 seeds. 

Why Are Weeds A Problem? 

Weeds take advantage of disturbed habitats (such 
as wildfires), grow rapidly, and can  
out-compete native plants valued as habitat 
for wildlife and forage for livestock.  They are 
frequently unpalatable or even toxic to livestock 
and wildfire. 
 
This brochure highlights six weed species that are 
common in the areas burned in the Hewlett and 
High Park fires of 2012.  All are included on the 
Colorado Noxious Weed List.  State law requires 
them to be managed and controlled. 
 
 

How Did They Get Here? 

These plants were introduced from Europe or 
Asia over a hundred years ago and continue to 
persist.  Invasive plants have a variety of dispersal 
mechanisms that increase their ability to invade 
new areas.  Many produce an abundance of seeds 
that can be spread on the wind, float in water or 
cling to the fur of animals or even fire-fighting 
equipment.  Those seeds may germinate and grow 
more quickly than those of native plants. 

The Problem
Musk thistle
Musk thistle is a biennial 
plant that begins as a 
rosette of broad dark  
green leaves with spiny 
margins outlined in a  
lighter color.  It produces  
a flowering stalk that  
may reach eight feet.   
The large flower heads  
are a distinctive purplish 
pink color and have large 
spiny bracts on the back.
 
 
 

Canada thistle
Canada thistle was 
introduced from 
Eurasia.  It is a 
creeping perennial 
and has an extensive 
root system.   
Leaves are generally  
elongate with  
slightly scalloped 
edges and short spines.  The undersides of the 
leaves are often whitish.  Flower heads are small, 
and the flowers have light pink or purplish flowers.

 

Common mullein

The leaves of common 
mullein are covered in 
short hairs with a soft, 
velvety feel.  The flower 
stalk may grow 6 feet tall.  
Yellow flowers are clustered 
around the stem, which 
becomes a woody  
stalk with thousands of tiny 
black seeds.  Seeds may lie  
in the soil for as long as  
35 years before germinating. 

Insect biocontrol 
Aphthona species flea beetles  

for leafy spurge

Insect biocontrol 
Oberea erythrocephala  

stem-boring beetle for  
leafy spurge

Insect biocontrol  
Mecinus janthiniformis  

stem-boring weevil on Dalmation toadflax


