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You will find or be given data in various forms: 

Text, comma delivered 
Text, space delimited 
Text, tab delimited 
Excel 
Access 

 
These data will have to be moved into Eviews for analysis.  We’ll assume that the data is 
in Excel.  Before moving data into Eviews, you may find it easier to do any data 
manipulation in the spreadsheet.  This would include consolidating series or any 
necessary data transforms.1
 
Assume income data is provided for 9 economic sectors for some area, and these data 
are for the years 1970 through 2001. 
 

 1970 1971 . . . 2000 2001 
wholesale 34 0 . . . 10333 10495 
transport 16387 19381 . . . 289603 293954 

service 37116 42331 . . . 842041 927490 
retail 22522 24608 . . . 188018 205204 

manufacturing 26323 31015 . . . 576017 585038 
financial 10989 11981 . . . 219533 232869 

government 4168 4804 . . . 392282 442617 
farm 77188 73767 . . . 279265 321085 

construction 11774 15043 . . . 130203 143064 
Figure 1 

 
It is reasonable to assume that, at the very least, we will want an aggregate number and 
a rate of change number.  So, before even invoking EViews we’ll manipulate the data.  
New sheets will be created in the workbook for Aggregate, Rate of Change, as well as 
the original data sheet, which we will rename Sector. 
 
To rename an Excel sheet, right-click on the name tab: 
 

 
                                                 
1 Eviews has the power to manipulate data, logs, multiplication, division, etc.  Eview’s biggest 
problem is naming variables, it is quite out of date. 
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Select the RENAME option, and rename the sheet, then the next three. 
 

 
 

Look back at Figure 1.  Sectors are on the right, time series are columns.  Data 
structures are usually organized as 
 Each row is a record 
 Each column is an attribute of the record(s) 
 
It is more common to think of a time series as the records, and therefore the data must 
be transposed.  Here is how: 
 

 
(only partial data set shown) 

 

Highlight the data series, press EDIT → COPY, then click on the Aggregate sheet. 
Highlight A1 in the Aggregate sheet, then press EDIT→ SPECIAL COPY, and select 
TRANSPOSE (you may also wish to select VALUES, otherwise formulas will not paste 
correctly): 
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Your data will paste as: 

 
 

Add a column that sums each time record: 
 

 
 

Now build the Rate of Change sheet.  Copy the aggregate data 
into the Rate of Change sheet.  Either below or to the right of 
this data set,  the sector labels and the years.  Now we will have 

to fill in the logs (natural logs, ln() ) of the data.  BUT… Note that we have 0’s for data 
in the WHOLESALE column.  The ln(0) doesn’t exist.  We’ll write a formula to convert 
the ln(0)’s to NA’s. 

copy and paste 

 

 

NOTE FORMULA: 
 if(B3=0,”NA”,LN(B3)) 

 

Copy this formula down and to the right.  Then build another table by cutting and pasting 
the years and the labels.  This new set will be the difference between Yt and Yt-1:  
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Note that there is no series for 1970.  Now, look at the IF() statement.  Remember an 
Excel IF() statement has the form: 
 

 if(expression, true, false) 
 

Embedded in this IF() statement is an OR() statement, which has the form 
 

 or(expression,expression, …) 
 

If any expression within the OR() statement is false, then the OR() returns FALSE.  It is 
used this way:  if the value of the cell is “NA” or the value of the previous cell is “NA” 
(that would be t and t-1), then the rate of change cell is “NA”, otherwise calculate the 
difference. 
 
The entire rate-of-change table needs to be copied and pasted-special making 
sure that the VALUE option is checked.  Then the top to data sets of this page need to 
be deleted.  What you are left with is the transformed rate of change data, and nothing 
else.  YOU DON”T HAVE TO DO THIS, but then you must remember to reset the start 
cell entry in EViews when you import this data sheet.  EViews defaults to B2, so I make 
it a habit of making sure my sheets start at B2… 
 
Save your sheet.  You may wish to write down the column labels, you’ll need to type 
these names into EViews during the import process, and you cannot have open the 
Excel spreadsheet while you are importing it into EViews.  Eviews recognizes this 
situation as a file sharing error. 

• You could save the sheet under a second name, then keep the second 
one open as a reference while you import the first, or 

• You can copy cell names into WORD or WORDPAD making them 
available to paste into the IMPORT DIALOG in Eviews. 

• Note that you cannot have blanks in the column names, they wont work in 
Eviews. 

• Note: you can also save the sheet as a comma-delimited file and import 
the CSV. 

 
 
Start EViews. 
 
There are two steps to moving in the data:   

• create a workfile,  
• import the data.   

To create the workfile click: FILE→ NEW → WORKFILE , then fill in appropriately for 
your data, in this case as: 
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Click OK, then click PROCS → IMPORT →READ TEXT-LOTUS-EXCEL: 
 

 
Note sector names for the series, the SAMPLE was defaulted, and the SHEET NAME had to 
be typed in.  The upper left data cell defaults to B2.  Be sure that is where your data 
starts.  If the data starts elsewhere, enter the correct cell. 
 

 
In addition to the imported series there is also “c”, a vector for the constant, and “resid”, 
a place holder for residuals after regressions are run.  It is a good idea to ensure that the 
data imported correctly.  You can ctrl-click each of the imported series, or better, I think, 
is to start using the command area.   
 

 

eview command to display data 
    data series names… 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
which gives 
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In fact, you can type the commands for all of this import thang, which can be much 
easier: 
 

read(t=xls, s=aggregate) "sample.xls" construction . . . total 
show construction farm financial . . .  transport wholesale total 

 

and you can delete the series if the import went wrong with 
 

delete construction farm financial government manufacturing ... total 
 
Once you “show” your series, you can click VIEW from within the GROUP window and 
select GRAPH, as 
 

VIEW→GRAPH→LINE 
 
 

Or use these Graph commands 
 

 

 
 

To show: 
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Graphs can be modified by double clicking or right-clicking on the graph. 
 
To move a graph into your word processor, right-click on the graph and select SAVE 
GRAPH AS A METAFILE: 
 

 
 
You can also CUT AND PASTE data into EViews directly from Excel.  I still have trouble 
with this command, but you may have more luck.  You must use the data command.  
Start by creating a new workfile 
 

create rate_of_change a 1970 2001 
 
Note we added a name, rate_of_change, a series type (“a” for annual), and the start 
and end points.  Immediately enter the data command followed by the series names 
 

data construction farm financial government manufacturing retail service transport wholesale total 
 
Highlight, back in Excel, your data, then paste it into the group series.  I suspect that the 
problem I’ve had is that the data was formatted (commas and negative numbers in 
parens).  What I need to test unformatted data for import.  My guess is that it will paste in 
fine.  I still like the “read” command better.  
 
If you decided to use the “read” command, you will discover another problem:  you 
cannot read a sheet name that has spaces in it.  You will have to reopen your Excel 
sheet, change the sheet name so that no spaces are included, resave the sheet, close it 
(or exit Excel), then try the read command again. 
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Another way to graph these series is to use the QUICK menu command.  Select  
 

QUICK → GRAPH → LINE 
 

 
 

Note that the second series is the EViews command for the mean of a series.  This 
dialog gives the following graph: 

-.10

-.05

.00

.05

.10

.15

.20

.25

1970 1975 1980 1985 1990 1995 2000

log of total (t - t-1) mean of series
 

/* end */ 
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Commands used: 
 

create <workfile name> 
 
read(t=[xls | dat], s=<sheet name>) "path\file" column1 column2 ... 
 
Note:  no space between read and ( 
   t=xls for a spreadsheet 
   t=dat for an ascii file 
 
show series1 series2 series3 ... 
 
delete series1 series2 series3 ... 
 
plot series1 series2 series ... 
 
graph <name>.type series1 series2 ... 
 
plot series1 series2 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Note to my friends using this “eview cliffnote.” 
 
I’ve not done a very good job proofing this (or other notes).  
So if sumptin’ don’t work, it’s cause I’m lazy…  I’ll get 
around to fixing them.  Sometime.   
 
Still, I hope this helps give you a running start, and spend 
more time analyzing your data and less time messin’ with 
eviews. 
 
PD 
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