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Byrd Curtis 
1963-1968 





Jim Welsh 
1968-1980 



Russian Wheat Aphid 



Jim Quick 
1980-1998 



Jim Quick 
1980-1998 



‘Above’ Clearfield* Wheat (2001) 
Dailey, CO 



‘Hatcher’ Winter Wheat (2004) 
Yuma, CO 



‘Snowmass’ Hard White Wheat (2009) 
Lamar, CO 



‘Byrd’ Winter Wheat (2011) 
Roggen, CO 



CSU Wheat Breeding Program 
Varieties Released since 1973 

http://wheat.colostate.edu – Breeding Program (inc variety information) 
http://csucrops.com – Crops Testing Program 
http://ramwheatdb.com – wheat variety performance database 
http://plainsgold.com – variety marketing 



1973 1976 1994 2004 2011 2015 

Vona - 34.5 bu/a 
Baca - 33.1 bu/a 

Advantage = +1.4 bu/a 
(16 trials, 1990-95) 

Akron - 42.3 bu/a 
Vona - 40.9 bu/a 

Advantage = +1.4 bu/a 
(35 trials, 1991-95) 

Hatcher - 50.1 bu/a 
Akron - 44.9 bu/a 

Advantage = +5.2 bu/a 
(78 trials, 2001-08, 2014-16) 

Avery - 69.0 bu/a 
Byrd - 66.2 bu/a 

Advantage = +2.8 bu/a 
(26 trials, 2014-16) 

Byrd - 58.5 bu/a 
Hatcher - 55.0 bu/a 

Advantage = +3.5 bu/a 
(86 trials, 2009-16) 

Source – http://ramwheatdb.com  





Public Wheat Breeding in Colorado 
• The partnership between CSU and the Colorado 
wheat industry groups (CWAC, CWRF) has 
succeeded in bringing real benefits to producers. 

• Over time, CSU has sustained a significant 
financial investment in wheat research & extension. 

• Over time, Colorado wheat producers have shown 
their exceptional commitment to public wheat 
breeding, helping us build a very strong program.  

• So, given all of this, why establish an endowed 
chair in wheat breeding now? 



What is an Endowed Chair/Professor? 
• Go to the fountain of all knowledge – Wikipedia!  
- A position permanently paid for with the revenue from an 

endowment fund specifically set up for that purpose…… 
- Used to reward the best faculty or to recruit top 

professors from other institutions…… 
- Considered to be an honor in the academic world…… 

• Other public wheat breeding endowments 
- Washington: funded by Washington Grain Commission 
- Oregon: funded by Oregon Wheat Foundation 
- Oklahoma: funded by OK Wheat Research Foundation  
- North Dakota: funded by variety royalties, donations 
- Nebraska: funded by Bayer CropScience 
- Idaho: Idaho Wheat Commission, Limagrain 



Succession Planning 



Succession Planning 
• It is more than inevitable that CSU’s current wheat 
breeder will “hang it up” at some point.  

• Very few things affect a wheat breeding program 
worse than a lack of continuity in leadership.  

• An endowment will maintain the “internal visibility” 
of the wheat breeding program at CSU so that: 
- High priority is given within CSU for filling the vacancy. 
- High priority is given to hiring a breeder and nothing else.  
- An overlap between breeders could be possible.   

• An endowment would enhance CSU’s ability to 
attract the best wheat breeder possible.  



The Breeder’s Commitment 



The Breeder’s Commitment 
• My own personal commitment is rooted in being 
raised far away from agriculture in suburbia, and 
my experience in West Africa in the Peace Corps.  

• University professors are pulled in a lot of different 
directions, especially prior to promotion and tenure. 
- Pressure to obtain competitive grant funding and publish. 
- This is not entirely compatible with applied breeding.  
- Lack of priority and reward structure for engagement.  

• An endowment provided by and in the name of 
Colorado’s wheat industry would help nurture  
the next breeder’s commitment.  



Graduate Student Training & Research 

And 
Many 
More! 



Graduate Student Training & Research 
• For a variety of reasons, there continues to be a 
critical shortage of trained plant breeders in the US.  

• Public wheat breeding programs are uniquely 
positioned to provide cutting edge, hands-on 
training in applied plant breeding.  

• An endowment would allow us to play a more 
active role in graduate student training in 
developing the next generation of plant breeders. 

• An endowment would help the wheat breeder to 
build mutually productive collaborations with 
other CSU wheat researchers.  
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